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Life Members and ladies, welcome to you all, and thank you all for taking the time to attend 

this morning’s AGM.  It’s my pleasure and relief to be here at the end of another season of 

golf!  It’s been a fairly harrowing year of survival, both on the golf course, as well as off.  And 

it’s wonderful to see the return to golf of some pretty darn sick ladies, including those 

healing broken bones and tendons, hands, knees and feet, and of course the lingering 

remains of the terrible bugs that plagued us during the winter.  There are signs of a change 

of season ahead, and let’s hope that our golf, and the course, continue to improve, along 

with the weather.   

We started the year with a very successful Teams Tournament – and I’d like to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone who participated in making this day run without a hitch.   

There were many complimentary words of appreciation, and I’d like to pass them on to my 

helpers on the day.  Of course, it seems a long time ago, and incredibly we’re nearing the 

time when planning will begin again for next year’s event.  I am happy to lead the team 

again for that day and will be seeking helpers very soon. 

In May we hosted another fantastic Maid Marion Pairs Tournament, and I’d like to say a 

very warm thanks to Barbara Barrell and her team for their hard work.  A two-day event can 

be a bit tricky, and of course as none of us are getting any younger.  The tournament has 

been modified to be more attractive to those who are finding 72 holes in two days a bit too 

much of a challenge.  I think we’ve got a pretty good 54-hole format that will hopefully 

remain fun, yet competitive in the years ahead.  Thanks again to Barbara, who has very 

generously agreed to keep the fires burning for next year’s tournament. 

After a very weather-affected season in 2014, the pennants organisers decided to trial a 3-

zone event for the 18-hole pennants weekday teams.  The season seemed to be finished 

early, but the consensus is positive in terms of the overall management of the competition, 

and most were very pleased to finish before the bad weather set in.  We fielded two 18-hole 

weekday teams, one weekend 18-hole team and one 36-hole team.  We weren’t in the 

prizes this year, but certainly everyone involved seems to have had an enjoyable time 

participating in the competition.  I would like to express my sincerest thanks to Mary Couper 

for her efficient leadership of our teams.  I believe Mary is happy to continue in the role 

again next year. 

Matchplay Championships were played much earlier this year and completed in good 

conditions before the winter weather set in.  The field was full and made for an excellent 

competition in all divisions.  We had Silver Division (10); Bronze I (10) ; Bronze (9); Bronze III 

(5).  Congratulations to the winners who were:   

Silver Division – Linda Garner 
Bronze I – Kim Smith 

Bronze II – Joan Robinson 
Bronze III – Elizabeth Powell 



Strokeplay Championships were played as in previous years, starting in late August.  We did 

manage to get through what seemed to be a long series of rounds, although it was a bit 

disappointing to have relatively smallish fields in some of the divisions.  I would like to 

congratulate this year’s winners who were:  

Silver Division – Glenis Webb 
Bronze I – Glenis Cleave 
Bronze II – Marie Walker 

Bronze III – Mary Jack 
Senior Division – Caryl Scott 

 
The Ladies Match Committee have had a review of our championship events and feel very 

confident and comfortable with the results of our trial date-change for the Matchplay 

Champs and have decided to carry on again next year with an early competition.   

The Strokeplay Champs, played over 4 rounds this year, presented a challenge for us in a 

number of areas.  We were faced with a larger than anticipated Senior Division, which left 

the Bronze I division with a rather dismal 4 participants.  Hopefully, we will be better 

prepared when setting the handicap range for next year’s competition.  Also, changes in 

scheduled course maintenance plans didn’t help as we endeavoured to run a fair 

competition.  There were also challenges in keeping a Saturday and Tuesday competition as 

even as possible, when invoking ‘clean and place through the green’ became necessary, and 

again with the inevitable course setup differences between a Tuesday and a Saturday.  You 

might start to appreciate the issues we were trying to address.  At the same time, it has 

been a concern to some that the strokeplay champs in both Silver and Bronze I divisions will 

go on to represent the club at the Champion of Champions in a 36-hole competition, 

however we are only playing 18 holes per day in these divisions.  So, after much discussion 

and debate we have made a decision to trial a rather radical change in how this competition 

will be run next year.  Next year, Strokeplay Championships will be held in Silver Division 

and Bronze I Division over 36-holes played in one day.  Bronze II, Bronze III and Senior 

Divisions will be played over 18 holes in one day.  The competition will be held in late 

September and alternate between Tuesdays and Saturdays in future years.  In 2016, it will 

be played on a Saturday, and in 2017 it will be played on Tuesday.  I hope that this fairly 

lengthy explanation of the situation and decision we have taken will be acceptable to 

everyone and hopefully will result in a fair, positive and enjoyable competition.  It will 

certainly be reviewed again in 12 months and the Committee would be very interested to 

hear your comments on the subject. 

This year our LGU competition was increased to 12 rounds and specific guidelines were set 

up to ensure that every round played would be a ‘counter’ and that the flexibility of division 

changes through the year would improve the fairness of the final result.  Although it is a bit 

of a challenge for us to keep the results straight, as we are unable to use the computer in 

this effort, I feel that it’s been a worthwhile and successful trial, and we will be following a 

similar format next year.  Many thanks to Cathy Lloydd who although we haven’t seen much 

of her around this year, has been busy behind the scenes efficiently tallying up and 

recording rounds and divisions.  Your help has been invaluable, Cathy. 



You will all be aware that about six weeks ago I resigned my position on the Board and the 

Club Match Committee as the ladies’ representative.  I have found that with the rather large 

portfolio of jobs that I do here at the club, I simply had to reduce my load.  I have agreed to 

continue my work on the website, facebook, digital signage, club programme booklet and 

newsletter.  But really, enough is enough.  However, this has created a void on the Board 

and Club Match Committee in that there is no ladies’ representative, which I hope is going 

to be only temporary.  It’s my opinion that two ladies could share these roles.  So, we are 

desperately seeking two ladies to come forward to take on these positions.  I’m going to be 

seeking nominations shortly and wouldn’t it be great if two of you were able to commit to 

helping in this way.  I am happy, if nominated, to continue the role as Ladies Captain, but 

have no problem at all if someone would like to assume that position as well as the spot on 

the Board.  We are trying to split these jobs up a bit to make a lighter load for all. 

So, I would like to take a moment to say a few personal thank yous.  First, thanks to Glenis 

Cleave, who has really enhanced our commitment to the Saturday ladies’ golf by ensuring a 

clear link to the Committee; Veronica – you have been a real star in looking after our 

accounts.  You have looked after the ladies’ travel expenses, reimbursements and sorted out 

some pretty tricky accounting for our tournaments as well as our weekly 10% contribution 

to the club; Nancy – your enthusiasm to participate on the committee has been really 

exciting.  Your help with raffles and input at our meetings has been great.  You’ve certainly 

earned your stripes this year!  Thanks for taking on the challenge.  Cathy – your experience 

has been really fantastic.  You have balanced a very busy year with your work and our golf 

requirements beautifully.  Thank you so much for all you’ve done with the results.  That was 

a very big load off my mind through the year.  I’d like to say a very special thanks to Joan for 

representing us so well as our Ladies President.  Your representation at our tournaments is 

welcoming and warm; your commitment to encouraging and following up entries at other 

club tournaments is appreciated and invaluable; you have had a busy year in hospitality 

mode ensuring our best wishes are conveyed to our lovely members in times of strife.  I 

have enjoyed having your kind support and wise advice.  There are so many generous ladies 

in our group who have contributed so much to this club and the spirit that binds us all 

together.  Thank you all for the gardens and for the things you do that no one sees.  The way 

everyone steps up when a job needs to be done is entirely special to this club and what sets 

us apart.   

Now before I close, I have one other thing I would like to say.  In August 2010 Jeannie Allen 

was asked to take a position on the Board as Ladies’ Representative.  She agreed, and that’s 

when I first met her.  A few weeks ago she finished her tireless work on the Board and 

stepped down, but not without making a huge contribution to this club, which I’d like to 

acknowledge and share with you.  She was a magnificent representative for the ladies.  Also, 

at the time Jeannie came onto the Board, there was a rather large restructuring underway 

and it was a time of all hands on deck.  Without a moment’s hesitation, she took on the role 

as Grants Convenor.  During her time on the Board she secured more than $80,000 in grants 

for this club.  This is particularly impressive when you consider that grants have become as 

rare as hen’s teeth in the golf club arena.  Jeannie was also very much the mover and the 

shaker in the beautification of the entryway to our club; she worked tirelessly towards 



developing a junior coaching programme, took charge when we presented our Women into 

Golf programme, she took a special interest in the gardens, as Gardens Convenor, assisted 

on the Board in employment matters, and had a very special talent for lending an ear to the 

only other female on the Board – particularly contributing to the success of a few of the 

local cafés.  Jeannie, on behalf of the Ladies and myself, I would like to present you with a 

bouquet of flowers, but I know you’re leaving town tomorrow, so would like to offer a 

chardonnay instead.   

Ladies, I hope you’re looking forward to this evening’s festivities as much as I am.  As you 

can see, the jungle awaits.  I wish you all a happy and peaceful summer holiday with family 

and friends, and of course good golfing.   

 

Marie Walker 

Ladies Captain 

10th November 2015  


